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Shooting  for 
stars?  It's 
hit-and-miss 

By  Chris  Lawless 

Greg  Gingold  is  a  Fitchburg  State 
College  film  student  who,  like  count- 
less others,  is  trying  to  push,  shove, 
claw,  and  break  his  way  through  to 
Hollywood. 

Armed  with  an  arsenal  of  scripts, 
short  films,  and  tribute  pieces,  he  has 
broken  through  the  ranks  of  fans  to 
di\  ert  the  attention  of  the  likes  of  "Chas- 
ing Amy"  director  Kevin  Smith;  Domi- 
nic Chianese  and  John  Ventimiglia  of 
"The  Soprano";  and  David  Carradine  of 
"Kill  Bill"  fame. 

"It's  tough,"  says  Gingold,  "but  if 
you  show  them  that  you're  more  than 
just  a  fan  and  that  you  actually  have  a 
goal,  then  sometimes  they'll  be  willing 
to  listen." 

Gingold's  theory  is  that  if  you  want 
to  meet  someone  in  the  movie  busi- 
ness, you  have  to  impress  them  before 
they  can  be  impressed  with  any  of  your 
work.  "They  have  to  like  you  -  oth- 
erwise, they'll  never  ask  to  see  your 
script,"  says  Gingold. 

And  on  at  least  one  occasion,  this 
formula  has  seemed  to  do  the  trick. 

Kevin  Smith  actually  gave  Gingold 
the  opportunity  to  talk  with  him  for  a 
Continued  on  Page  2 


FSC  student  Greg  Gingold  is  prepar- 
ing for  a  career  in  film. 


Photo  by  Steve  Rhodes 


Hope  and  change  are  the  promises  that  attract  college  students  to  Barack  Obama  's  campaign. 


Stand  up  and  be  counted! 


By  Andrew  Vayo 

After  decades  of  hearing  candidates 
promise  political  change,  perhaps  voters 
simply  needed  a  change  in  the  candidates 
themselves. 

The  2008  Democratic  primary  race  has 
come  down  to  an  African-American  man 
and  a  woman.  Regardless  of  who  wins,  he 
or  she  will  have  come  closer  to  the  presi- 
dency than  any  African-American  man  or 
any  woman  has  ever  come. 

And  according  to  a  researcher  at  George 
Mason  University  in  Fairfax,  Va.,  the 
unprecedented  candidate  selection  has 
brought  an  entirely  new  subculture  of  vot- 
ers to  the  table.  In  fact,  many  of  them  are 
college-age. 

"This  new  bloc  of  voters  is  a  group  that 
has  little  or  no  voting  experience,"  said  Dr. 
Michael  McDonald,  an  assistant  professor 
at  George  Mason  and  senior  non-resident 
fellow  at  the  Brookings  Institution.  "They 
have  been  largely  indifferent  to  politics." 

McDonald  said  that  these  voters  have 
startedshowing    an    interest    in    politics 
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By  taking  part  in  primary  campaigns, 
some  students  find  their  place  in  politics. 

because  they  can  identify  with  either  Sen. 
Barack  Obama  or  Sen.  Hillary  Clinton. 
While  Clinton  certainly  has  a  large  fol- 


lowing, it  is  Obama  who  has  drawn  the 
largest  number  of  first-time  voters,  accord- 
ing to  polls. 

Jairo  Gonzalez,  a  senior  at  Fitchburg 
State  College,  said  that  he  will  be  voting  for 
the  first  time  if  Obama  gets  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  president. 

"I  saw  Obama  giving  a  speech  one  time," 
remembers  Gonzalez,  "and  he  seemed  like 
he  actually  meant  what  he  said. 

"He  talks  about  things  people  don't 
normally  talk  about  and  I've  never  seen  a 
politician  do  that." 

Gonzalez's  thoughts  were  echoed  by  fel- 
low student  Steve  Malone,  who  said,  "He 
admitted  he  used  drugs  and  didn't  try  to 
cover  it  up.  I  like  how  honest  he  was." 

Obama's  campaign  trumpets  a  message 
of  new  hope  and  change,  a  message  that 
certainly  seems  to  be  hitting  home  with 
new  voters. 

McDonald  said  he  believes  that  Obama's 
honesty  is  part  of  what  has  attracted  them; 
his  research  has  found  voters  to  be  frus- 
trated with  the  perceived  lack  of  honesty 
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Expanding  Horizons  bowls  them  over 


By  James  Clayton 

Sometimes  you  want  to  go  where  every- 
body knows  your  name.  The  Expanding 
Horizons  Program  offers  just  that. 

"As  a  commuter,  it's  hard  to  feel  at 
home  on  campus,"  said  Michelle  Bilotta, 
a  student  in  the  program.  "EHP  really  pro- 
vides that." 


Staff  members  say  it  provides  them  with 
satisfaction,  as  well.  "I  see  growth  in  stu- 
dents every  day,  so  the  payoff  is  huge  and 
often  quick,"  said  Laura  Duncan,  program 
director  for  Expanding  Horizons. 

There's  fun  involved,  too.  Earlier  this 
spring,  for  example,  Expanding  Horizons 
took  a  group  of  students  bowling  at  Harvard 
Lanes  in  Harvard.  "It  was  great  watching 


everyone  feel  comfortable  with  each  other, 
and  welcome  our  new  student,"  Duncan 
remarked  at  one  point  in  the  evening. 

Beth  Hallet,  career  counselor  and  peer- 
mentor  coordinator  for  Expanding  Hori- 
zons, was  also  in  attendance.  She  said  she 
truly  enjoyed  "seeing  the  students  together 
socializing  and  having  fun,"  and  peer  men- 
tors Nadia  Aires,  and  Joel  Martinez  agreed. 


"I  loved  interacting  with  other  students," 
Aires  said;  Martinez  added,  "It  was  great 
seeing  everybody  coming  together  and 
having  fun." 

New  EHP  member  Jessica  Thomas  said 

she  already  felt  at  home  with  the  group.  "I 

loved  going  around  and  meeting  people," 

Thomas  said.  "They're  a  lot  of  fun  to  hang 
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Young  voters  count 
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demonstrated  by  the  current  administra- 
tion. 

"Many  voters  feel  that  they  have  been 
deceived  over  the  past  eight  years,"  McDon- 
ald said.  "Obama's  admission  of  his  drug 
use  is  just  one  clear  and  poignant  indication 
that  he  is  not  afraid  to  come  clean  with  the 
American  public." 

Whatever  the  outcome,  or  the  reasons 
behind  it,  McDonald  said  he  is  encouraged 
by  the  number  of  voters  entering  the 

political  scene. 

"If  the  numbers  in  the  primaries  are  any 
indication,  we  should  see  a  pretty  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  young  Ameri- 
cans 

who  will  vote  in  the  presidential  elec- 
tion," McDonald  said.  And,  he  said,  a 
dramatic  increase  in  young  voters  may  be 
exactly  what  the  country  needs. 

McDonald  said  that  after  the  Vietnam 
War,   voter  turnout   spiked   dramatically 


"If  the  numbers  in  the 

primaries  are  any 
indication,  we  should 

see  a  pretty  large 

increase  in  the  number 

of  young  Americans 

who  will  vote  in  the 

presidential  election. " 

-  Michael  McDonald 


among  younger  voters,  leading  to  a  time 
of  change  similar  to  what  he  believes  we 
need  now. 

"My  message  to  young  voters  is  that 
they  need  to  get  out  and  vote,"  McDonald 
said.  "Regardless  of  whom  they  vote  for, 
they  need  to  try  to  make  an  impact." 


Some  students  have  gone  beyond  the  call  of  civic  duty  as  campaign  workers  for  their 
favorite  candidates. 


Staff  photo  by  Shayne  Toscano 
Greg  Gingold  is  determined  to  make  his  mark  in  the  highly  com- 
petitive film  industry. 


Film  student  won't 
blend  into  scenery 
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few  minutes  in  the  back  of  a 
comic-book  store,  where  they 
discussed  Gingold's  material 
and  career  goals. 

"Kevin  was  great;  he  even 
put  me  on  a  list  to  be  an  intern 
for  View  Askew,  his  production 
company.  It  was  crazy  that  he 
even  took  the  time  out  to  talk  in 
the  first  place,"  Gingold  says. 

Getting  the  celebrity  hook- 
up is  not  always  easy,  though, 
as  Gingold  has  learned  many 
times.  In  one  instance,  at  a  book 
signing  for  actor  Gene  Wilder's 
new  novel,  Gingold  enthusiasti- 
cally tried  to  get  Wilder's  atten- 
tion but  was  repeatedly  turned 
away.  "He's  not  interested  in  the 
industry  anymore,"  says  Gin- 
gold. 

Dominic  Chianese,  though 
seemingly  more  receptive  to 
persistence  than  Wilder,  also 
proved  elusive.  "I  made  a  trib- 


ute video  and  decided  to  show 
it  to  him  after  he  performed 
an  opera  show,"  Gingold  says. 
After  a  great  deal  of  effort  to 
get  Chianese's  attention  through 
the  mob  of  fans,  Gingold  was 
given  an  address  to  send  his 
material  to. 

"A  few  days  after,  I  sent  out 
some  stuff  to  him,"  Gingold 
says.  "It  came  back  as  unde- 
liverable;  he  gave  me  a  phony 
address." 

David  Carradine,  best  known 
for  his  title  role  in  the  "Kill  Bill" 
movies,  met  with  Gingold  at  a 
film  festival  to  which  Greg  had 
submitted  a  film.  Gingold  made 
follow-up  calls,  but  these  were 
brushed  aside  by  Carradine 's 
agent. 

For  the  moment,  Gingold  has 
decided  on  a  new  approach. 

"I'm  going  to  stay  away 
from  famous  people  for  now," 
he  says.  "They  have  their  own 
lives  to  worry  about  and  I  have 
my  own." 


Bright  outlook  on  FSC's  Horizons 
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out  with.  They're  really  nice  and 
very  accepting,  too." 

In  addition  to  the  recent  bowl- 
ing night,  Expanding  Horizons 
has  treated  its  members  to  movie 
nights,  holiday  parties,  and  month- 
ly breakfasts  featuring  Duncan's 
own  hand-flipped  pancakes. 

Iin  addition,  Hallet  advises  stu- 
dents daily  and  even  held  prepa- 
ration seminars  before  the  career 
fair.  "I  realized  a  lot  of  our  stu- 
dents didn't  know  how  to  talk  to 
or  connect  with  employers,  and 
I  wanted  to  help  them,"  she  said. 
"If  I  can  only  help  even  one  per- 
son, I  feel  I've  done  my  job." 

Yes,  a  lot  of  work  goes  into  the 
services  provided  by  EHP  daily. 
But  for  Duncan  and  Hallet,  along 
with  new  Academic  Counselor 
Ruth  Thibideau  and  Secretary 
Maggie  Peterson,  it's  a  labor  of 
love. 

The  night  of  "Cosmic  Bowl- 
ing" was  such  a  success  that  Dun- 
can is  thinking  of  even  more  -  and 
more  ambitious  -  outings  for  the 


Staff  photo  by  James  Clayton 
Working  hard  to  make  Expanding  Horizons  a  success  are  staff  mem- 
bers, from  left,  Beth  Hallet,  Laura  Duncan,  Ruth  Thibodeau,  and 
Maggie  Peterson. 

"I  realized  a  lot  of  our  students  didn  't 
know  how  to  talk  to  or  connect  with 

employers,  and  I  wanted  to  help  them. 

If  I  can  only  help  even  one  person, 

I  feel  I've  done  my  job.  " 

-  Beth  Hallet 


future.  "I'd  like  to  see  us  try  min- 
iature golf,"  she  said. 

"In  an  ideal  situation,  with  the 
right  funding,  I'd  like  to  take  a 
group  to  Washington,  D.C.  for  a 
couple  of  days." 


Whatever  adventures  lie  ahead 
for  this  group,  the  EHP  staff  and 
peer  mentors  says  they're  ready 
to  take  on  any  and  all  challenges  - 
and  they  know  that  their  students 
are,  too. 


Online  master's  program  stands  alone 


Fitchburg  State  College  is  one 
of  only  a  few  campuses  to  offer  a 
master's  degree  in  forensic  nurs- 
ing. Starting  this  fall,  it  will  be 
the  only  college  in  the  country  to 
offer  the  program  online. 

The  online  master  of  science  in 
forensic  nursing  will  be  available 
starting  in  fall  2008  through  the 
Office  of  Graduate  and  Continu- 
ing Education. 

In  about  two-and-a  half  years, 
students  can  receive  the  creden- 
tials and  knowledge  they'll  need 
for  a  career  in  one  of  the  fastest- 
growing  fields  in  nursing. 

This  cutting-edge  program  will 
also  include  the  latest  technology, 


allowing  students  and  faculty  to 
incorporate  "real  time"  classroom 
experiences  without  having  to 
relocate  or  leave  home. 

In  addition  to  online  classes, 
forensic  nursing  students  will  gain 
first-hand  forensic  experience  as 
they  complete  the  clinical  compo- 
nents of  their  degree. 

Whether  they're  already  bal- 
ancing work  and  family  responsi- 
bilities, or  just  interested  in  learn- 
ing without  the  constraints  of  a 
classroom-based  curriculum,  stu- 
dents enrolled  in  this  online  pro- 
gram can  earn  a  master's  degree 
according  to  a  schedule  that  suits 
their  lifestyle,  without  compro- 


mising quality  for  convenience. 

"Many  forensic-nursing  career 
opportunities  exist  in  the  health- 
care, criminal  justice,  public 
health,  and  legal  systems. 

"Forensic  nurses  are  employed 
as  death  investigators,  abuse  inves- 
tigators, domestic-violence  inter- 
vention specialists,  risk  managers, 
legal  nurse  consultants,  violence 
prevention  specialists,  and  expert 
witnesses,"  said  Rachel  Boersma, 
chairwoman  of  the  forensic  nurs- 
ing program. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  college's  Office  of  Gradu- 
ate and  Continuing  Education  at 
(978)  665-3182,  e-mail  gce@fsc. 
edu,  or  visit  fsc.edu/gradonline/. 
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Windows  users  see  limited  Vista 


By  Matt  Maisano 

Many  of  America's  roughly  300  mil- 
lion people  don't  know  nor  care  much 
about  which  operating  system  resides  on 
their  personal  computer.  As  long  as  they 
are  provided  with  daily  access  to  all  the 
Web  browsing,  video-gaming,  and  word 
processing  they  desire,  most  are  relatively 
pleased. 

However,  some  of  those  same  Americans 
may  be  currently  stuck  in  an  operation-sys- 
tem limbo  with  no  tech  geeks  to  help  them, 
and  this  article  is  for  those  people. 

Microsoft's  Windows  operation  system 
is  the  undisputed  king  of  the  personal- 
computer  market,  and  Windows  XP  was 
their  golden  child  for  most  of  the  early  third 
millennium. 

Then  on  Jan.  30,  2007,  Microsoft 
released  into  the  wild  Windows  Vista,  the 
long-awaited  (and  long-delayed)  successor 
toXP. 

So  now  AOL  users  are  probably  won- 
dering if  they  should  upgrade  or  stay  loyal 
to  the  current  system  that  manages  their 
digital  life. 

With  clearly  strong  competing  OS's  like 
Apple's  Mac  OSX,  which  recently  released 
a  major  update  called  Leopard,  why  would 
anyone  want  to  pay  to  switch  to  Vista'.' 

Adam  Gwozdz,  a  computer  science 
major  and  IT  technican  at  FSC.  is  not  a  fan 
of  the  shiny  new  OS,  at  least  not  yet. 

"At  this  point  in  time  1  would  not  advise 
an  upgrade  to  Vista,"  he  said.  "Software 
programs  in  general  have  a  lot  of  compat- 
ibility issues  with  Vista." 

Perhaps  to  alleviate  upgrading  concerns, 
Microsoft  recently  dropped  the  price  of  its 
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Adam  Gwozdz,  a  computer-science  major  and  IT  technician,  does  not  advise  students 
to  upgrade  to  Vista. 


new  workhorse. 

Windows  Vista  Ultimate  currently  retails 
for  S3 19  as  a  full-install,  or  $219  as  just  an 


upgrade  from  XP.  The  software  giant  also 
offers  the  Home  Premium  edition  of  Vista 
for  the  more  cash-strapped   folks  at  the 


$129  price  point. 

Anyone  who  purchases  a  new  PC  will 
almost  surely  be  given  Vista  free  of  addi- 
tional charge,  though,  as  it  comes  standard 
in  nearly  all  consumer  models  from  Dell, 
HP,  Sony,  and  Gateway. 

Gwozdz  cities  the  major  problems  with 
Vista  as  being  processing  speed  and  overall 
performance,  stating  he  would  advise  any- 
one thinking  of  upgrading  to  wait. 

He  said  he  thinks  it  will  be  six  to  12 
months  before  Vista  can  compete  with  its 
XP  counterpart. 

"Hopefully,  after  that  they  will  release 
a  second  service  pack  that  will  have  fixes 
that  put  it  in  a  more  usable  state,"  Gwozdz 
said. 

Matt  Hempstead,  a  self-proclaimed 
hardcore  gamer,  has  mostly  positive  things 
to  say  about  Vista's  current  state. 

"When  it  first  came  out  it  sucked,  but 
after  they  patched  it  most  games  run  almost 
perfectly,"  he  said. 

Many  PC  users  have  only  recently  mas- 
tered navigating  around  the  XP  interface, 
and  the  thought  of  starting  over  again  from 
scratch  is  a  bit  frustrating. 

"People  that  were  fluent  with  XP  want 
to  stay  with  XP,"  Gwozdz  said. 

He  also  said  that  if  there's  any  reason  to 
upgrade,  it  is  for  protection  against  the  dark 
side  of  the  Internet  age. 

"[Vista's]  biggest  strength  is  security 
features,"  he  said.  "It  should  reduce  spy- 
ware  infections  and  bugs. 

Ronda  Thompson,  the  assistant  director 
of  information  technology,  said  that  Vista 
has  at  least  one  unexpected  feature. 

"Vista  actually  runs  better  on  Mac  archi- 
tecture," she  said. 


How  safe  is  your  campus?  (You'd  be  surprised) 


By  Cassandra  Urbano 

With  reports  of  gangs  and  drug  dealers 
in  the  neighborhood  surrounding  campus, 
it  makes  sense  that  Fitchburg  State  College 
students  become  concerned  about  safety. 

What  students  don't  realize,  though,  is 
that  the  crime  rate  at  FSC  is  at  very  normal 
levels  when  compared  to  the  numbers  at 
other  Massachusetts  colleges  and  universi- 
ties. 

According  to  campus-crime  statistics 
published  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Inves- 
tigation, in  2006  FSC  reported  having  79 
property  crimes,  79  larceny-thefts,  and  0 
burglaries  and  motor-vehicle  thefts,  while 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
in  Cambridge  showed  450  property  crimes, 
384  larceny-thefts,  64  burglaries  and  two 
motor-vehicle  thefts. 

Records  indicate  that  MIT  had  10,206 
students  that  year,  while  FSC  had  only 
around  half  that  number  at  5,340  students. 
Of  course  it  should  be  expected  that  a 
school  with  more  people  will  yield  higher 
numbers,  but  consider  the  percentages: 
MIT  had  twice  as  many  students,  but  more 
than  five  times  as  many  property  crimes 
as  FSC. 

,  Consider  Bentley  College  in  Waltham, 
which  has  just  around  the  same  number 
of  students  as  FSC.  The  FBI  records 
show  that  in  2006  Bentley  had  75  property 
crimes,  17  burglaries  and  10  violent  crimes, 
while  FSC  only  had  seven  violent  crimes. 

The  highest  number  of  forcible  rapes 
that  year  was  recorded  at  Mount  Holyoke 
College  in  South  Hadley,  with  seven  cases 


The  police  are  a  visible  presence  all  across  campus  at  FSC. 


among  only  2,217  students  enrolled;  FSC 
had  more  than  twice  as  many  students,  but 
only  four  cases. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  students  should 
accept  that  some  crimes  will  happen,  but 
the  truth  is  that  FSC  is  hardly  the  worst 
campus  in  Massachusetts. 

In  fact,  FSC  has  worked  hard  to  improve 
the  safety  on  campus  by  adding  extra  light- 
ing fixtures  to  the  Ross  Parking  Lot  and 
extending  shuttle-bus  hours. 

"Now  that  we  have  the  shuttle  running 
until  like  midnight,  you  don't  have  to  walk 
alone  oh  the  street  and  there  is  always 
someone  on  the  road,"  says  Sonya  Spong- 
berg,  an  FSC  senior. 


The  Campus  Police  are  available  at  all 
hours  of  the  night,  and  emergency  call 
boxes  are  stationed  in  parking  lots  and  out- 
side dormitories,  each  well  lit  and  equipped 
with  a  visible  blue  light. 

The  One  Card  system  also  offers  added 
safety  to  on-campus  students  who  use  their 
card  to  enter  the  dorm  buildings  as  well  as 
their  own  rooms. 

So  where  is  the  concern? 

"It's  not  on  campus  that's  an  issue,"  says 
student  Jill  Hayes.  "It's  off  campus." 

Students  have  a  very  negative  view  of 
the  neighborhood  surrounding  the  campus; 
however,  good  news  is  on  the  way.  The 
school  has  started  to  purchases  houses  and 


apartment  buildings,  giving  it  more  control 
over  the  area.  While  crime  at  FSC  appears 
to  have  hit  a  high  in  2004,  it  has  been 
decreasing  overall  in  the  subsequent  years. 
The  unfortunate  truth  is  that  every  col- 
lege is  going  to  have  its  share  of  criminals 
and  criminal  acts  on  and  off  campus.  As 
a  rule,  students  should  walk  in  pairs  when 
venturing  off  campus  after  dark,  as  Fitch- 
burg is  an  urban  area.  Students  should 
know,  however,  that  FSC  is  working  to 
make  the  campus  a  safer  environment  for 
the  students  and  that  the  Campus  Police  can 
always  be  reached  in  an  emergency  by  call- 
ing (978)  665-3584.  Crime  statistics  can  be 
found  on  fbi.gov. 


4  ~  May  2,  2008 


THE  POINT 


'Runner' 
makes  quick 
stop  at  FSC 


The  Falcon  Players  at  Fitchburg  State 
College  will  be  presenting  a  limited  run  of 
the  production  "The  Runner  Stumbles." 

"The  Runner  Stumbles"  is  a  play  in 
two  acts  by  Milan  Stitt.  It  tells  the  story 
of  Father  Rivard,  a  priest  of  a  small  par- 
ish in  northern  Michigan.  He  is  charged 
with  the  murder  of  a  young  nun  who  had 


lived  with  him.  Rivard's  lawyer  works  to 
save  him  from  the  death  penalty,  and  the 
priest  is  subjected  to  many  interviews  and 
interrogations.  The  identity  of  the  mur- 
derer is  revealed  through  a  tale  of  love  and 
despair. 

The  play  is  scheduled  for  May  2  and  3 
at  7:30  p.m.  A  matinee  performance  will  be 


held  on  May  4  at  2  p.m.  All  performances 
are  in  Percival  Auditorium.  General  admis- 
sion is  at  the  door  and  is  $5. 

"The  Runner  Stumbles"  is  student-pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Trevor  Sosvielle. 

For  more  information,  e-mail  the  Falcon 
Players  at  falconplayers@gmail.com. 


fe  you'll  feel  in  being  a  doctor  men 
when  you  care  for  our  Soldiers  and  their  Families.  Courage  is 
contagious.  Our  Health  Professions  Scholarship  Program 
HPSP)  helps  you  reach  your  goal  by  providing  full  tuition, 
money  towards  books  and  lab  fees,  a  $20,000  sign-on  bonus, 
plus  a  monthly  stipend  of  more  than  $1,600  (more  than  $1,900 
as  of  July  2008), 

To  fearn  more  about  the  U.S.  Army  Health  Care-Team, 
call  SFC  Ronald  Lizotte  at  877-704-2275  , 
email  ronald.iizotte@usarec.army.mil,  or  visit 
healthcare.goarmy.com/info/mchpsp1. 

€>2007.  Paid  for  by  the  United  States  Army.  Atl  rights  reserved. 
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Nervous 

about 

ticks? 

B\  Sariah  Armstrong 

Forget  West  Nile,  Mad  Cow  and 
Triple  E.  There's  a  real  epidemic 
going  around,  and  not  many  people 
realize  it:  Lyme  disease. 

But  Beth  Basiner,  a  physician 
assistant  at  Fitchburg  State  College, 
says  we  don't  need  to  worry  about  it 
so  much  on  campus.  It's  relathely 
rare  in  urban  areas.  "It  is  not  conta- 
gious. You  have  to  have  a  bite  from 
a  deer  tick  that  carries  the  disease," 
Basiner  said. 

According  to  the  Centers  for  Dis- 
ease Control,  Lyme  disease  is  a  bac- 
terial infection  that  can  wreak  havoc 
on  a  human's  joints,  nervous  system, 
and  heart. 

Worse  yet,  Lyme  disease  can  even- 
tually be  fatal.  While  the  aforemen- 
tioned complications  are  not  typical, 
the  risk  of  them  developing  increases 
the  longer  the  disease  is  untreated,  an 
all-too-common  occurrence  since  the 
disease  is  frequently  misdiagnosed  or 
undiagnosed. 

This  is  partly  because  the  first 
symptoms  are  minor.  About  four  days 
after  a  person  is  bitten,  a  bulls-eye 
rash  will  develop.  "That's  the  classic 
symptom,  but  not  everybody  gets  it," 
says  Basiner. 

A  few  weeks  later,  flu-like  symp- 
toms will  develop;  then  come  the 
joint,  cardiac  and  nerve  symptoms.  "It 
is  much  harder  to  treat  at  that  stage," 
says  Basiner. 

If  caught  early,  a  four-week  regi- 
men of  antibiotics  will  take  care  of 
the  disease. 

If  symptoms  and  the  rash  aren't 
enough  for  a  diagnosis,  a  doctor  will 
sometimes  request  a  blood  test,  or 
send  the  patient  to  an  infectious- 
disease  specialist.  "No  blood  test  is 
100  percent,"  says  Basiner,  "but  it 
provides  an  index  of  suspicion." 

There  are  some  ways  to  protect 
yourself.  The  first  is  to  know  what  to 
look  for. 

Deer  ticks  are  normally  black  and 
brown  in  color,  and  are  much  smaller 
than  the  common  dog  tick,  measuring 
a  meager  3  millimeters  long.  "About 
the  size  of  a  pin,"  says  Basiner.  "They 
also  have  a  design  on  the  back." 

If  removed  within  24  to  48  hours, 
the  tick  won't  have  time  to  transmit 
the  disease,  so  finding  it  is  important. 
The  CDC  recommends  saving  the  tick 
after  pulling  it  off,  and  bringing  it  into 
your  doctor  to  be  tested  for  the  bacte- 
ria. If  that  test  is  negative,  you  don't 
have  anything  to  worry  about. 

Basiner  also  suggests  wearing 
long,  light-colored  clothing  while 
outside,  to  better  see  any  ticks  that 
might  crawl  on  you. 

Check  yourself  and  your  pets  after 
you  come  inside,  especially  if  you've 
been  out  in  the  woods  or  tall  grass. 
An  insect  repellent  with  DEET  works, 
too. 

Left  untreated,  Lyme  disease  can 
develop  into  a  big  problem,  causing  a 
lot  of  pain,  and  making  it  hard  to  get 
to  class  or  just  hang  out  with  friends. 

But  at  FSC,  where  the  grass  on 
the  quad  is  closest  the  average  stu- 
dent comes  to  nature,  it  isn't  a  huge 
concern.  "It  is  very  rare  on  campus," 
says  Basiner. 


Music  and  dancing  draw  FSC  students  to  Awesomefest  each  year. 


Awesomefest's  name  says  it  all 


By  Erin  Sorofman 

If  you  have  never  heard  of  Awesomefest, 
you  are  probably  not  alone.  But  every  year 
in  Lyndeborough,  N.H.,  this  free  concert 
draws  scores  of  people  and  often  includes 
student  bands  from  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege. 

"People  come  just  to  have  fun  and 
dance,"  said  J.D.  Pollard,  an  FSC  student 
who  is  the  event  coordinator.  "It's  an  all- 
day  event  and  people  can  come  and  go  as 
they  please." 

Pollard  said  the  crowd  consists  mostly 
of  college  students  who  show  up  for  this 
word-of-mouth  event. 

This  year's  Awesomefest  is  planned  for 
June  7  -  a  good  time  for  college  students, 
who  are  out  for  summer  break  by  then. 

"We  started  the  tradition  back  in  high 
school  and  everyone  loved  it  so  much  we 
just  kept  going,"  Pollard  said. 

"Originally  it  started  with  a  bunch  of 
ska  bands,  but  it  seems  to  have  shifted  to 
different  styles  like  alternative  -  but  we  like 
to  keep  it  upbeat." 

He  said  that  people  at  Awesomefest  like 
to  dance  in  a  style  called  "skanking." 

"It's  somewhat  similar  to  a  mosh  pit,  but 
it  is  not  violent.  It's  like  syncopated  kicking 
in  an  odd  way,"  Pollard  said. 

He  said  this  summer  marks  the  fifth  year 


"We  have  plenty  of 

room  for  more  people 

and  bands,  so  anyone  that 

wants  to  come 

is  welcome. " 

-   I.D.  Pollard 


of  Awesomefest.  The  event  takes  place  at 
the  home  of  Mike  and  Taryn,  the  own- 
ers of  a  large  farm  in  New  Hampshire. 
"Their  house  is  somewhat  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere,  which  is  great  for  the  event,"  Pol- 
lard said.  "No  one  has  to  worry  about  how 
loud  we  are,  because  the  only  neighbors 
close  enough  to  hear  us  are  already  here." 

Pollard  added,  "Mike  and  Taryn  are  so 
nice  to  let  us  have  it  here  every  year,  but 
I  know  they  have  a  lot  of  fun  like  the  rest 
of  us.  Mike  and  Taryn  are  recent  college 
graduates  who  love  to  have  fun." 

About  100  people  show  up  for  Awe- 
somefest each  year.  "We  have  plenty  of 
room  for  more  people  and  bands,  so  any- 
one that  wants  to  come  is  welcome,"  said 
Pollard. 

"I  love  to  see  more  people  show  up  -  it's 
always  fun  to  see  people  enjoy  themselves 


in  an  event  that  is  different  from  what  we 
do  every  day." 

Regular  Awesomefest  attendee  Amanda 
Christensen  said,  "Awesomefest  is  a  long 
drive  but  it  is  always  worth  it." 

With  every  concert  comes  some  level  of 
difficulty.  With  Awesomefest,  Pollard  said, 
"The  hardest  thing  is  always  to  find  a  band 
with  a  PA  system.  We  don't  have  one  of  our 
own,  so  we  kind  of  beg  whatever  bands  we 
know  to  borrow  one  if  they  have  one. 

"Two  years  ago  it  rained  in  the  middle  of 
the  show  and  the  band  that  had  provided  us 
with  the  system  took  everything  and  left," 
Pollard  said. 

"It  was  OK,  though,  because  we  had  a 
backup  and  we  played  in  the  barn." 

Since  this  incident,  the  bands  all  play  in 
the  barn  for  safety's  sake. 

"We  have  met  a  bunch  of  amazing  bands 
over  the  years,"  Pollard  said. 

This  year's  roster  of  eight  to  10  bands 
includes  Skamasutra,  Not  So  Specials, 
Hello  Ninja,  Zane  Noises,  Math  the  Band, 
the  Lima  Research  Society,  and  even  Lemon 
Demon,  a  band  that  has  become  an  online 
sensation  for  its  flash  videos. 

"Every  year  something  great  happens," 
Pollard  said. 

"Everyone  that  comes  seems  to  have  fun 
here.  It's  a  day  that  is  not  worth  missing  for 
my  friends  and  me." 


Cancer  survivors  take  STEPS  together 


By  James  Clayton 

Reba  McEntire  is  not  the  only  one  who's 
a  survivor. 

At  the  STEPS  program  of  the  Dana- 
Farber  Cancer  Institute  in  Boston,  survi- 
vors of  childhood  brain-rumor  cancer  come 
together  to  share  their  struggles  with  those 
who  can  truly  understand. 

STEPS  stands  for  Success  Through  Edu- 
cation, Psychosocial  Support,  and  Social- 
ization; members  say  the  socialization 
aspect  is  especially  rewarding.  "It's  great 
meeting  new  friends  who've  been  in  the 
same  situation  and  can  empathize,  or  even 
understand,"  said  John  (names  have  been 
changed  to  protect  privacy),  a  25-year-old 
from  Belmont.  "I'd  really  like  to  see  every- 
one participate,  though." 

Together,  group  members  try  to  find 


strength  in  dealing  with  common  prob- 
lems. "It's  hard  feeling  left  out,  and  kind  of 
isolated,"  said  Alicia,  26,  from  Lancaster. 
"You  can  just  plainly  not  feel  normal. 
People  think  that  they're  so  close  to  you, 
but  they  have  no  idea  what  you're  really 
going  through." 

"As  an  11 -year-survivor,  I  like  to  think 
I  have  a  good  amount  of  perspective  about 
it,"  said  Samantha,  24,  from  Townsend. 
"When  I  attend  meetings  I  try  not  just  to 
put  my  two  cents  in,  but  to  draw  out  other 
people.  It  was  great  meeting  these  people 
because  up  until  then  I  never  felt  like  I 
belonged. 

"After  you've  been  through  something 
like  cancer,  even  the  people  closest  to  you 
can  never  truly  understand  you.  And  it's 
kind  of  hard  to  talk  about  it  with  someone 
who  hasn't  'been  there.'" 


Another  group  member  shared  a  surpris- 
ing perspective:  "As  twisted  as  it  sounds, 
having  cancer  was  like  the  best  thing  that 
happened  to  me."  Fred,  22,  from  Acton, 
explained,  "I  learned  a  lot  about  myself, 
and  more  importantly,  how  much  I  cared 
about  other  people.  It  really  shaped  who  I 
am  today  and  I'm  a  better  person  for  it. 

"Yet,  even  though  I'm  not  ashamed  of  it, 
it's  not  something  I  brag  about.  People  treat 
you  differently  when  they  know  you've  had 
cancer.  It's  almost  as  if  there's  a  sign  on 
your  back  that  says,  'Save  Me.'" 

STEPS  members  are  living  proof  that 
the  terrible  fragility  of  the  human  body  is 
no  match  for  the  unbelievable  resiliency  of 
the  human  spirit.  For  these  survivors  and 
many  more  life  still  goes  on,  as  do  they. 
With  help  from  the  STEPS  program,  they 
can  do  it  together. 
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FSC  students  serve  as  role  models 


By  Charles  Sternaimolo 

Bowling,  hiking,  museum  and  zoo  trips, 
and  watching  movies  are  just  a  few  of  the 
activities  that  many  college  students  enjoy. 
At  Fitchburg  State  College,  some  students 
have  found  a  way  to  make  these  activities 
more  meaningful,  by  sharing  them  with 
children  in  need  of  a  role  model. 

With  a  looming  recession,  outsourc- 
ing, and  inflation,  along  with  an  increasing 
number  of  people  losing  their  homes  to 
foreclosure,  many  families  are  struggling. 
In  Fitchburg,  several  students  have  taken 
time  out  of  their  busy  schedules  to  chal- 
lenge and  support  the  young  people  in  these 
families. 

Through  the  Community  Mentoring 
Program  at  LUK,  a  social-service  agency 
in  Fitchburg,  FSC  student  Becky  Kelly  is 
one  of  those  who  works  with  local  children 
to  help  them  set  personal  goals  and  plan 
for  their  future  while  they  learn  about  the 
dangers  of  drugs,  weapons,  and  promiscuos 
behavior. 

Kelly  said  she  doesn't  mind  interrupting 


"Although  some  kids  can  try  my  patience,  they 
really  just  need  someone  to  be  therefor  them.  " 

-  Becky  Kelly 


her  busy  day  to  spend  time  with  a  kid  who 
"just  needs  someone  to  be  there  for  them." 
The  program  assigns  one  child  to  each 
volunteer.  Some  of  these  kids  come  from 
homes  where  one  or  more  family  members 
is  incarcerated,  Kelly  said;  most  of  them 
come  from  rough  neighborhoods  where 
daily  life  can  be  a  struggle. 

Kelly  recalls  that  the  first  child  she  men- 
tored,  a  7-year-old  named  Kylie,  had  many 
misconceptions  about  police.  "She  thought 
that  all  cops  were  out  to  get  people,"  Kelly 
remembers. 

Kelly  can  spend  as  much  as  eight  hours 
a  week  with  a  child  she  is  mentoring.  After 
Kylie  moved  to  Iowa  with  her  family, 
Kelly  was  introduced  to  a  new  child  named 
Tahycha.  Kelly  said  she  now  helps  Tahy- 
cha  with  homework  and  school  projects. 
"Sometimes,  we  just  hang  out,"  Kelly  said. 


"Some  people  think  it's  like  babysitting, 
but  it's  not.  Some  kids  just  need  a  role 
model." 

Kelly  said  the  experience  is  as  much 
fun  for  her  as  it  is  for  Tahycha.  "It's  a  great 
excuse  to  be  a  kid,"  she  said.  "Although 
some  kids  can  try  my  patience,  they  really 
just  need  someone  to  be  there  for  them." 

While  Kelly  is  taking  a  full-time  course 
load  at  FSC,  she  also  has  to  pay  the  bills. 
With  a  part-time  job  as  an  administrative 
assistant,  she  said  it  can  be  a  challenge 
to  be  there  for  the  child  she  mentors. 
"Luckily,"she  says,  "I  can  make  my  own 
hours.  Tomorrow  I  am  going  to  teach  Tahy- 
cha how  to  quilt." 

Another  full-time  student  mentoring 
children  is  Nick  Melle.  Melle  is  a  com- 
munincations  photography  major  who  got 
involved  with  LUK's  mentoring  program 


through  a  school  assignment.  "I  was  look- 
ing for  a  documentary  topic  to  photograph 
for  a  semester-long  project,  and  LUK  was 
close  to  campus,"  he  said.  "When  I  first 
got  there  I  met  so  many  kids  from  broken 
homes  or  who  just  made  some  bad  deci- 
sions because  of  a  lack  of  guidance  -  I  just 
thought  that  maybe  I  could  help." 

In  addition  to  mentoring  for  nearly  two 
years,  Melle  recently  took  a  paid  position 
at  LUK;  he  does  everything  from  cook  and 
supervise,  to  hanging  out  with  the  kids  and 
taking  them  to  the  park. 

Melle  enjoys  encouraging  the  kids  to 
connect  to  the  community.  For  example,  he 
said,  "One  of  the  kids  suggested  that  LUK 
recycle  paper  and  plastic,  instead  of  throw- 
ing it  in  the  garbage."  Melle  immediately 
helped  the  kids  put  the  plan  into  action. 
"Now  the  kids  feel  that  they  are  taking  an 
active  part  in  their  environment,"  he  said. 

While  mentoring  is  rewarding,  Mele  said 
it  demands  some  sacrifice,  too.  "Although  I 
like  to  take  the  time  to  provide  the  guidance 
that  these  kids  need,  it's  hard  to  find  the 
time  to  do  homework,"  he  said. 


COMMONWEALTH  COVENANT  FUND 

State  Treasurer  Timothy  P.  Cahill 


You  could  be  eligible  to  receive  tuition 

loan  repayments. 


Commonwealth  Covenant  Fund  is  a  new  program  that 

rewards  Massachusetts  public  university  and  college  students 

with  tuition  loan  repayments  when  they  pursue  careers  in 

science,  technology,  engineering  and  math 

here  in  Massachusetts. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Eileen  Glovsky,  Executive  Director 

Commonwealth  Covenant  Fund 

617-367-9333  x258  /ccf@tre.state.ma.us  /  www.mass.gov/treasury/ccf 
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Celebrities'  most 
shocking  baby  names 


From  left,  Steve  Sullivan,  Meghan  Bahou,  and  Jose  Franco 
show  that  they  know  how  to  celebrate  in  style. 

It  takes  style 

to  party 

like  a  rock  star 


By  Steve  Sullivan 

You  are  standing  outside, 
surrounded  by  half-dressed,  pri- 
marily blond,  girls  in  their  early 
20s,  all  waiting  for  the  bouncer 
to  open  that  velvet  rope  and  let 
them  into  the  club. 

Now  they  can  cruise  the  dance 
floors  and  hang-out  rooms, 
looking  for  the  next  guy  to  buy 
them  a  drink.  They  target  the 
cocky  kid  out  using  his  parents' 
connections  and  credit  cards, 
or  the  self-proclaimed  next  rap 
phenomenon,  or  the  third-string 
outside  linebacker  for  the  Raid- 
ers -  and,  depending  on  how 
well  they  flirt  and  how  far  that 
push-up  bra  is  actually  pushing 
up,  they  may  get  a  drink. 

Those  of  you  who  have  been 
to  the  West  Coast  may  recog- 
nize this  scene:  It's  the  nightlife 
in  Los  Angeles.  It's  a  world 
packed  with  restaurants,  bars, 
and  clubs,  many  of  which  the 
everyday  Joe  Shmoe  will  never 
see  the  inside  of. 

So,  how^  do  you  go  about 
getting  into  the  most  coveted 
hotspots  to  rub  elbows  with  the 
elite?  There  are  a  few  simple 
guidelines  and  tips  you  must 
remember  when  you  are  trying 
to  party  like  a  rock  star  in  LA. 

First,  remember  that  to  get 
in,  you  have  to  fit  in.  You  must 
dress  the  part. 

Do  not  show  up  in  ripped 
jeans,  a  polo  shirt  with  the  col- 
lar popped,  and  work  boots. 
Although  that  may  get  you 
all  the  smiles  and  looks  down 
at  Hooligans,  it  will  get  you 
laughed  and  pointed  at  in  LA. 

Former  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege student  Matt  Amdur,  audio/ 
visual  technician  at  the  club  Les 
Deux  in  LA,  explains,  "It  is  not 
as  much  what  you  are  wearing, 
but  more  how  you  are  wear- 
ing it.  The  baggy  clothes  fad  is 
gone;  people  wear  clothes  that 
fit  them.  And  as  shallow  as  it 
sounds,  the  more  your  clothes 
cost,  the  better  you  will  look  to 
the  bouncers.  I  would  recom- 
mend nice  dress  pants,  a  button- 


up  shirt,  with  nice  clean  shoes. 
You  could  throw  a  blazer  on 
with  it.  basically  a  suit  without 
the  tie." 

The  second  most  important 
detail  is  to  bring  plenty  of  cash 
and  be  ready  to  spend  it.  When 
you  show  up,  if  you  look  like 
you  have  money  it  will  be  easier 
to  get  the  bouncers'  attention. 
When  you  do  get  their  attention, 
let  them  know  you  are  going  to 
be  spending  money  in  the  club. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  LA,  my 
friends  and  I  were  among  the 
people  outside  the  door;  we  told 
the  bouncer  we  were  planning 
on  buying  a  bottle,  and  not  even 
a  minute  later  we  were  led  to  the 
front  of  the  crow  d,  through  the 
velvet  ropes  and  into  the  club. 

Once  you  are  in,  you  w  ill  be 
buying  the  bottle  or  you  won't 
be  staying.  As  soon  as  we  were 
led  to  our  own  booth  section,  the 
w  aitress  asked,  "So  what  type  pf 
bottle  can  I  get  you?"  And  $515 
later  we  were  sipping  our  Grey 
Goose  and  cranberry  juice  next 
to  Kendra  from  "The  Girls  Next 
Door,"  and  Chamillionaire. 

There  are  also  some  things  to 
make  sure  you  do  NOT  do  while 
partying  in  LA. 

When  you  are  trying  to  get 
into  the  clubs  or  bars,  don't  try 
namedropping.  Unless  you  are 
actually  with  the  person  whose 
name  you  are  throwing  around, 
no  one  will  believe  you. 

After  you  have  gone  through 
all  the  trouble  of  getting  your- 
self into  the  club,  behave  and 
stay  cool.  If  someone  shoulder- 
bumps  you  while  they  are  walk- 
ing by,  or  gives  you  a  dirty  look, 
let  it  go.  At  the  first  hint  of 
trouble  you  will  be  kicked  to  the 
curb  and  branded  a  child. 

The  last  little  tidbit  of  advice 
is  to  avoid  trying  to  get  in  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights.  You 
will  have  a  much  better  chance 
of  getting  in  on  a  weeknight, 
and  while  you  may  not  see  your 
A-list  celebrities,  you  have 
a  good  chance  of  catching  a 
glimpse  of  one  of  your  favorite 
B,  C,  or  D-listers. 


By  Amanda  Roy 

What  is  more  exciting  than  the 
birth  of  a  baby? 

The  birth  of  two  babies  belong- 
ing to  celebrities  you've  never 
even  met! 

Eight  days  after  Marc  Anthony 
and  Jennifer  Lopez  welcomed 
their  long-awaited  twins  in  Feb- 
ruary, fans  got  what  they  want- 
ed when  the  couple  released  the 
names  of  their  double  bundle 
of  joy.  But  to  our  amazement, 
Anthony  and  Lopez  opted  for  two 
"normal"  names,  Max  and  Emme, 
going  against  the  celebrity  trend 
of  naming  their  children  wacky 
words  rather  than  real  names. 

"When  the  trend  first  started 
I  thought,  'That's  cute.'  But  it's 
still  a  little  out  there,"  said  Lauren 
Greally,  20,  a  junior  at  Fitchburg 
State  College. 

The  trend  really  started  mak- 
ing headlines  when  Gwyneth  Pal- 
trow  named  her  daughter  Apple  in 
2004  and  Courteney  Cox  named 
her  daughter  Coco  in  the  same 
year. 

Celebrities  all  over  the  map 
began  to  take  advantage  of  their 
star  status  to  think  of  crazy  and 
ridiculous  names  for  their  off- 
spring. With  names  on  the  celeb- 
rity baby  roster  such  as  Suri 
(daughter  of  Tom  Cruise  and  Katie 
Holmes),  Diezel  Ky  (son  of  singer 
Toni  Braxton)  and  Pilot  Inspektor 
(son  of  actor  Jason  Lee),  Lopez 
and  Anthony's  more  traditional 
names  are  in  sync  with  the  general 
public's  decisions  when  having  a 
new  baby. 

According  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Department  of  Public  Health, 
Ryan  and  Ava  were  the  most  popu- 
lar boy  and  girl  names  throughout 
Massachusetts 's  recorded  births 
in  2007. 

That's  a  far  cry  from  Perm  Jil- 
lette's  (half  of  the  magic  duo  Perm 
and  Teller)  carbonated  decision  to 
name  his  daughter  Moxie  Crime- 
Fighter. 

The  most  popular  names 
in  2007  in  Massachusetts  also 
include  such  classics  as  Matthew, 
Michael,  William  and  Jacob  (all 


Photo  by  Just  B  Cuz 
Some  celebrity  babies  would  be  shocked  if  they  knew  how  strange 
their  names  sound  to  "regular"  people. 


English-origin  names),  while  the 
girls  took  it  home  with  Isabella, 
Sophia,  Olivia  and  Emma  (all  of 
English  and  Italian  origin). 

What  are  the  origins  of  the 
names  Rocket,  Racer,  Rebel  and 
Rogue?  (Only  director  and  father 
Robert  Rodriguez  would  know.) 

So,  what  do  celebrity-watch- 
ers make  of  all  this?  "I  feel  bad 
for  the  poor  child,"  Greally  said. 
"Then  again,  you  have  to  give 
them  credit  for  trying  to  come  up 
with  innovative  names." 

Even  "innovative"  celebrities 
have  been  known  to  follow  tradi- 
tion, however. 

"Names  are  legacies,"  notes 
FSC  student  Jonathan  Liberis, 
whose  first  name  "means  'gift 
from  God'  because  my  mom  was 
told  she  could  never  have  chil- 
dren." Liberis's  middle  name  paid 
tribute  to  his  uncle  -  and  even 
celebrities  with  wacky  imagina- 
tions name  their  children  in  trib- 
ute to  their  loved  ones.  Paltrow 
used  the  birth  of  her  daughter  to 
pay  tribute  to  her  famous  mother, 
Blythe  Danner,  naming  her  Apple 
Blythe  Alison  Martin. 

But  even  with  good  intentions, 
celebrities  sometimes  take  their 
baby-naming  a  little  too  far.  Jor- 
dan, a  British  model  who  had 


her  own  television  show  on  E! 
Entertainment  Television  with  her 
now-husband  Peter  Andre,  named 
her  daughter  Princess  Tiaamii  in 
July  2007.  Jordan  claims  that  the 
first  name  was  chosen  because 
the  little  girl  was  their  "little  prin- 
cess," while  the  middle  name  was 
a  combination  of  their  mothers' 
names,  Thea  and  Amy. 

Nothing,  however,  compares 
to  Jermaine  Jackson's  wacky  idea 
for  his  son's  name  in  2000,  using 
his  celebrity  status  and  adoration 
for  himself  by  naming  his  ninth 
child  Jermajesty. 

While  over-the-top  names  for 
celebrity  spawn  really  seemed  to 
catch  on  in  the  past  few  years, 
there  were  a  few  20  -century 
celebs  who  helped  blaze  the  trail 
for  this  trend. 

Paula  Yates,  who  was  a  pop- 
ular British  television  presenter 
and  writer,  seemed  to  like  to  use 
baby  names  for  attention.  Her 
daughters  are  Fifi  Trixiebell  (who 
will  be  25  years  old  this  month); 
Peaches  Honeyblossom  Michelle; 
Charlotte  Angel  Vanessa;  Pixie; 
and  Heavenly  Hiraani  Tiger  Lily. 

Try  explaining  to  these  four 
girls  why  none  of  those  personal- 
ized school  supplies  at  the  store 
have  their  names  on  them. 


Comic  books  get  the  last  laugh 


By  Reginald  Sampson 

Comic-book  fans  have  been 
called  everything  in  the  book: 
geeks,  nerds,  losers,  and  even 
childish.  But  lately,  the  name- 
calling  seems  to  have  stopped. 
People  are  beginning  to  see  that 
comics  are  more  than  just  super- 
heroes  and  fantasy. 

Comic  books  have  always  been 
able  to  offer  a  wide  range  of  story 
concepts.  Since  the  medium  is  art, 
word-based  creators  have  been 
able  to  offer  almost  anything. 
"Art  and  story  have  always  been 
very  important,"  states  John  Pratt 
of  That's  Entertainment,  a  comic- 
book store  in  Fitchburg. 

So,  what  are  the  latest  trends  in 
comics?  "Big  event  comics,  usu- 
ally released  in  six-month  inter- 


vals, have  been  a  driving  force," 
Pratt  says.  He  explains  that  in 
these  comics,  a  main  character 
is  usually  killed  or  dramatically 
changed. 

The  wide  range  and  availabil- 
ity of  comic  books  have  created 
many  followers  of  the  genre.  Each 
fan  can  take  something  from  the 
comic-book  experience. 

"Comics  are  like  a  good  movie, 
so  they  inspire  us  in  the  same 
way,"  says  Greg  Clarke,  a  comic- 
book fan.  "They've  got  scenes, 
characters,  and  a  story  you  can 
relate  to.  In  fact,  with  all  the  cam- 
era angles  you  can  create,  they  are 
in  some  ways  better." 

The  top  five  comic-book  sales 
of  last  month  were  Dark  Tower, 
New  Avengers,  Thor,  Amazing 
Spiderman,  and  Uncanny  X-Men. 


"Comic  books  are  still  a  majority 
of  superheroes,"  Pratt  noted.  He 
said  older  fans  don't  seem  to  have 
a  problem  with  the  newer  comics, 
describing  them  as  "accepting  on 
a  general  basis,  as  long  as  they  are 
well  done." 

It  seems  that  before,  comics 
were  only  shared  by  teens  and  kids 
who  sought  adventure.  Now  that 
has  all  changed.  With  comic-book 
fans  getting  older,  and  with  more 
and  more  creators  being  discov- 
ered every  day,  comic  books  are 
changing  and  stretching  further 
than  they  ever  have.  In  2008  alone 
there  will  be  more  than  10  films 
based  on  comic  books,  including  a 
spoof  film.  Although  comic  books 
may  have  been  looked  down  upon 
in  the  past,  they  have  become  a 
strong  medium  of  entertainment. 
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Choral  groups 
plan  concert 


Fitchburg  State  College  is  set  to  present 
a  spring  choral  concert  featuring  the  Girls 
Choir  and  Chamber  Singers,  and  soloists 
from  each  group. 

The  concert  will  take  place  on  May  5  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Kent  Recital  Hall  of  the  Con- 
Ion  Fine  Arts  Building. 

It  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 


Parking  is  available  in  the  Weston  Audi- 
torium lot. 

The  evening's  program  includes  Broad- 
way medleys,  and  music  by  composers 
such  as  John  Rutter  and  David  Brunner. 

According  to  Choral  Director  Marjorie 
Ness,  the  concert  tops  off  a  demanding  year 
for  the  choral  groups,  who  have  performed 


on  campus  and  at  a  number  of  off-campus 
functions. 

"The  Chamber  Singers  sang  for  the 
Hudson  Stroll  in  December  and  for  a  His- 
torical Commission  fund-raising  event  at 
Destare  over  the  winter,"  she  said. 

"They  are  a  vivacious  and  hard-working 
group." 


Home 


summer? 


Take  a  course. 


Enroll  in  a  summer  course  at  MWCC  and  transfer  it  back  to  your 
college  or  university  tl 


"J"!  If»    TO  1 1 


MWCC  credits  transfer  to  most  colleges  across  the  country.  It's 
easily  done,  usually  through  your  college's  registrar's  office.  Check 
there  first  to  ensure  the  course  meets  their  requirements.  Once  you 
complete  your  MWCC  course,  request  a  transcript  from  the  MWCC 
Enrollment  Center  to  transfer  the  credit  to  your  home  institution 


You  can  complete  a  course  in  five  to  ten  weeks! 


ENG101 

ENG102 

EC0101 

EC0102 

PSY1 05 

SOC103 

BI0109 

CHE107 

HIS201 

HUM260 

MAT160 

MAT161 

and  more! 


English  Composition  I 
English  Composition  II 
Macroeconomics 
Microeconomics 
Introduction  to  Psychology 
Introduction  to  Sociology 
Biology  I 

General  Chemistry  I 
History  of  the  United  States 
The  Art  of  Being  Human 
College  Mathematics  I 
College  Mathematics  II 


§  Check  out  MWCC  classes  this  summer! 

3o  to  www.mwcc.edu,  click  on  "Class  Schedules" 
ation.  call  the  Enrollment  Center  (978)  630-9110: 
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'Universe'  gets  a  little  help  from  Beatles 


By  Jocelyn  Willis 

Fresh  cast,  mind-blowing  cinematog- 
raphy and  timeless  Beatles  songs:  never 
again  will  I  think  of  musicals  in  the  same 
way. 

The  movie-musical  "Across  the  Uni- 
verse" blazed  a  new  trail  for  how  movies 
are  experienced  -  not  a  surprise,  consid- 
ering the  ground-breaking  Julie  Taymor 
("Frida,"  Broadway's  "The  Lion  King") 
directed  the  piece.  Taymor  somehow  tells 
the  romantic  drama  through  animation, 
song  and  1960s  history.  I  haven't  met 
anyone  who  has  seen  the  movie  and  didn't 
leave  humming  to  a  catchy  Beatles  tune. 
"Across  the  Universe"  is  set  in  the  1960s, 
amid  years  of  antiwar  protest,  mind  explo- 
ration and  good  old  rock  'n'  roll.  The 
characters  are  mostly  named  after  Beatles 
songs.  There's  Jude  (Jim  Sturgess),  a  Liv- 
erpool ship  welder  who  travels  to  America, 
eventually  finding  his  way  to  New  York: 
Lucy  (Evan  Rachel  Wood),  who  moves 
from  middle  America  to  New  York;  and 
Lucy's  brother  Max  (Joe  Anderson),  a  col- 
lege student  who  decides  to  drop  out. 

These  three  then  all  share  a  pad  in 
Greenwich  Village  with  Sadie  (Dana 
Fuchs),  a  singer  trying  to  hit  it  big:  Jo-Jo 
(Martin  Luther  McCoy),  a  musician  try- 


Beatles  songs  are  brought  to  life  in  the  movie  musical  "Across  the  Universe. 


ing  to  make  a  living;  and  Prudence  (T.V. 
Carpio),  the  frustrated  girl  who  loves 
women  but  doesn't  know  how  to  express  it. 
Despite  the  film  being  almost  back-to-back 
songs  (a  musical),  the  plot  held  strong.  Jude 
and  Lucy  fall  in  love  with  each  other  and 
the  gang  goes  through  a  psychedelic  period 
on  Dr.  Robert's  (Bono)  Magic  Bus,  before 
receiving  guidance  from  a  very  unusual  Mr. 


Kite  (Eddie  Izzard). 

Things  begin  to  get  more  serious  when 
Max  is  sent  off  to  Vietnam,  and  the  story 
gets  swept  up  into  the  anti-war  movement. 
But  don't  let  something  like  the  word 
"story"  mislead  you.  There  isn't  a  lot 
of  dialogue  and  plotting,  because  almost 
everything  happens  as  a  Beatles  song. 
When  Prudence  sines  "I  Want  to  Hold  Your 


Hand"  about  another  cheerleader,  or  when 
Jude  sings  "I've  Just  Seen  a  Face"  because 
he's  "falling"  for  Lucy,  the  combinations  of 
visual  and  verbal  elements  make  experienc- 
ing the  songs  something  like  never  before. 
And  who  can  ignore  Taymor's  inventive 
choreography,  such  as  the  "I  Want  You" 
basic-training  scene  where  all  the  drill 
sergeants  look  like  G.I.  Joe  and  where 
recruits  are  being  examined,  questioned 
and  approved  to  serve  in  the  war?  There's 
also  an  underwater  sequence  that  allows 
dancing  to  be  sensual  and  abstract;  a  war 
hospital  that  combines  heavy  war  misfor- 
tune with  the  lusty  relationship  between 
soldier  and  nurse;  and  a  bunch  of  drunken 
people  who  "get  by  with  a  little  help  from 
my  friends"  the  morning  after. 

I  could  go  on  and  on  about  each  scene 
(song),  but  the  beauty  lies  in  seeing  it  with 
your  own  eyes.  If  you  are  a  Beatles  fan 
and  don't  mind  that  some  songs  have  been 
slightly  altered,  I  highly  recommend  this 
movie. 

Just  make  sure  you  give  yourself  a  good 
amount  of  time  to  enjoy  this  masterpiece;  it 
is  133  minutes  long,  but  believe  me,  when 
it's  over  you'll  be  wishing  it  wasn't. 

Rated  PG-13  for  some  drug  content, 
nudity,  sexuality,  violence  and  language. 
This  film  is  available  on  DVD. 


Soldiers  return  home  to  Texas,  but  find  that  they  can't  quite  leave  the  war  behind,  in  'Stop-Loss. ' 

Iraq  war  hits  home  in  'Stop-Loss' 


Sarah  Taylor 

All  I  can  say  is,  "Wow."  I 
was  hoping  the  movie  "Stop- 
Loss"  would  deliver,  and  it  did 
just  that.  From  beginning  to 
end,  the  film  is  a  non-stop  emo- 
tional roller-coaster  ride  that 
will  leave  you  feeling  drained, 
but  not  necessarily,  in  a  bad 
way. 

Directed  by  Kimberly  Peirce 
("Boys  Don't  Cry"),  "Stop- 
Loss"  is  113  minutes  of  pure 
drama  with  occasional  bouts  of 
violence  and  language,  earning 
itself  an  R  rating. 

The  brilliant  cast,  including 
the  talents  of  Ryan  Phillippe 
("Breach"),  Channing  Taturri 
("Step  Up"),  Joseph  Gordon- 
Levitt  ("Brick"),  Timothy  Oly- 
phant  ("Hitman"),  and  Abbie 
Cornish  ("Elizabeth:  The 
Golden  Age"),  creates  a  bond 
between  their  characters  and 
the  audience  right  off  the  bat. 
Their  stunning  performances 
will  make  you  laugh,  cry,  and 
ultimately  wish  everything  will 
work  out  in  the  end. 

This  film  portrays  the  lives 
of  two   soldiers   from   Texas 


who  were  childhood  friends 
and  joined  the  Army  together. 
When  one  of  them,  Staff  Sgt. 
Brandon  King  (Phillippe),  is 
"stop-lossed,"  meaning  forced 
to  return  to  duty  after  his  dis- 
charge date,  all  hell  breaks 
loose.  In  King's  eyes  and  in 
the  eyes  of  his  family,  he  has 
already  served  his  time.  He 
fought  for  freedom  in  Iraq;  now 
he  is  forced  to  fight  for  his  own 
freedom  on  his  own  soil.  He 
believes  his  only  way  out  is  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

We  follow  his  character  on 
his  gut-wrenching  downward 
spiral  as  he  tries  to  stop  the 
inevitable.  Along  the  way,  we 
see  the  effect  the  war  had  on 
him  and  his  fellow  soldiers. 
Besides  the  initial  ambush  in 
Iraq,  we  only  get  to  visit  the 
war  through  flashbacks  and 
story-telling. 

After  their  homecoming  cel- 
ebration, these  soldiers  realized 
that  they  had  never  truly  left 
Iraq.  Most  of  them  suffered 
from  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Dis- 
order and  had  to  struggle  with 
keeping  the  war  and  their  home 
life  separate.  King's  best  friend, 


Steve  Shriver  (Tatum),  became 
a  "lifer"  to  the  point  of  being 
"married  to  the  Army"  accord- 
ing to  his  fiance,  Michelle 
(Abbie  Cornish).  Another  man 
from  their  unit,  Tommy  Bur- 
gess (Gordon-Levitt),  ends  up 
lost  and  no  longer  fitting  in  to 
either  of  his  worlds  as  a  soldier 
or  a  husband. 

This  film  has  a  hard-core, 
real-life,  "this  is  how  it  is" 
story  line.  It  puts  a  face  on  the 
war  in  Iraq  and  brings  it  home 
to  those  of  us  who  do  not  have 
any  personal  connections  to  the 
ongoing  conflict  overseas. 

From  the  Texas  Boy  hats  and 
boots  to  war  fatigues  and  uni- 
forms, the  costumes  were  well 
chosen  and  designed  for  each 
character.  The  weaponry  and 
sound  effects  were  very  real- 
istic, and  the  cinematography 
enhanced  the  entire  feel  and 
emotional  aspect  of  the  film. 

I  give  this  movie  a  thumbs- 
up  for  its  hard-core  insight  on 
the  current  war  in  Iraq.  It 
was  a  heart-wrenching  movie 
to  watch,  but  I  am  glad  I  did 
it,  and  I  have  no  doubts  that  I 
would  do  it  again. 


'Kings'  lacks 
street  value 


By  Chelsey  Kilgour 

"Street  Kings"  has  the  formula 
for  a  great  movie:  an  A-list  cast, 
and  a  great  director  who  wrote  the 
excellent  "Training  Day." 

Going  in  to  see  David  Ayer's 
big  studio  directorial,  debut,  there 
are  high  expectations. 

Yet  this  story,  which  centers  on 
corrupt  L.A.  cops,  falls  into  typi- 
cal cliches  and  familiar  plot  lines. 

This  bloodthirsty  film  revolves 
around  Tom  Ludlow  (Keanu 
Reeves),  a  veteran  police  detec- 
tive and  widower.  Ludlow  is  your 
typical  troubled  cop,  an  alcohol- 
ic trying  to  juggle  his  personal 
demons  and  his  career. 

The  film  begins  with  Ludlow 
rescuing  two  kidnapped  Korean 
girls  from  a  gang  of  pedophiles. 
During  the  rescue  he  unlawfully 
shoots  and  kills  three  of  the  sus- 
pects. 

However  his  boss,  Jack  Wan- 
der (Forest  Whitaker),  who  will 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  be  pro- 
moted to  chief,  vouches  for  him 
and  changes  the  story. 

Things  start  to  get  complicat- 
ed when  an  internal-affairs  offi- 
cer, James  Biggs  (Hugh  Laurie), 
starts  investigating  Wander  and 
his  crew. 

Things  get"  worse  when  Lud- 
low's ex-  partner  is  murdered  with 
Ludlow  at  the  scene. 

His  boss,  Wander,  once  again 
smoothes  things  over  and  puts 
Ludlow  on  a  desk  job  until  things 
settle  down.  Ludlow,  however, 
wants  revenge  and  goes  after  the 
killers. 


He  also  brings  along  a  sidekick, 
Det.  Paul  Diskant  (Chris  Evans). 
Things  start  to  unravel  and  Lud- 
low starts  to  question  everything 
he  has  been  a  part  of  for  so  long. 

This  is  the  main  plot  line  for 
the  movie,  but  lots  of  things  seem 
to  be  forgotten  halfway  through: 
Ludlow's  apparent  alcoholism, 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  his  apparent 
racism. 

The  only  thing  it  does  seem  to 
get  right  is  these  cops  aren't  just 
corrupt;  they  murder  (sometimes 
each  other),  they  steal,  and  they 
are  even  willing  to  rape  their  fel- 
low cops'  wives. 

In  this  film,  Reeves  is  just  as 
bland  and  hollow  as  in  all  of  his 
other  films,  and  he  seems  silly 
when  trying  to  be  the  tough  "bad 

guy-" 

It  doesn't  help  that  he  is  given 
ridiculous  lines,  such  as  "This 
thing  you  want,  you  think  you 
want,  you  don't  want!" 

Whitaker,  a  great  actor,  just 
seems  to  be  trying  too  hard,  while 
Laurie  doesn't  seem  to  be  trying 
at  all. 

Supporting  cast  include  rapper- 
turned-actors  Common  and  the 
Game,  and  comedian  Cedric  the 
Entertainer, 

Although  "Street  Kings"  tries 
to  live  up  to  other  great  action 
films,  it's  just  not  as  convincing; 
it  has  the  killing  and  the  cheesy 
one-liners,  but  lacks  a  strong  main 
character. 

The  plot  line  is  too  hollow,  and 
so  you  leave  the  theater  thinking 
that  this  movie  could  have  been 
so  much  more. 
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Congress:  Good  sports  in  need  of  reform 


By  Andy  Vayo 

It  seems  that  every  presidential  cam- 
paign in  history  has  trumpeted  the  reforms 
it  will  enact,  if  elected:  education  reform, 
welfare  reform,  reform-bill  reform. 

Despite  the  fact  that  I  am  a  staunch 
Democrat,  I  would  gladly  vote  for  a 
Limbaugh/Imus  ticket  if  they  prom- 
ised to  pass  a  reform  bill  ensuring  that 
Congress  would  start  doing  its  job. 
Usually  when  I  want  political  news  I  turn 
on  CNN,  read  the  newspaper,  or  check  the 
Drudge  Report  online.  I  do  not,  however, 
want  to  see  Congress  when  I  turn  on 
sports  network  ESPN.  Congress  is  now 
investigating  two  of  America's  four  major 
sports  for  illegal  activities:  drugs  in  base- 
ball and  videotaping  in  football. 

Here's   the  thing:   neither  the   Sen- 
ate nor -the  House  of  Representatives  is 
empowered  to  enforce  the  laws  it  creates. 
In  the  case  of  the  Major  League  Baseball 
investigation  Congress  is  mired  in,  there 


Opinion 


is  at  least  some  connection  to  Congress. 
The  legislative  branch  has  the  respon- 
sibility of  setting  health-related  poli- 
cies for  the  country.  This  means  that  if 
Congress  was  holding  hearings  into  the 
source  of  baseball  players'  steroids,  or 
the  effects  of  the  drugs  on  the  players,  it 
would  be  doing  its  job. 

As  it  stands,  Congress  is  spending  count- 
less hours  and  tax  dollars  trying  to  decide 
how  honestly  people  are  playing  a  game. 
What's  next,  an  investigation  to  make 
sure  Clay  Aiken  wasn't  using  performance- 
enhancing  Ricola's  during  his  "American 
Idol "  campaign? 

Congress'  investigation  of  the  National 
Football  League  is  even  more  ludicrous  and 
an  even  bigger  waste  of  time  and  money. 
As  with  the  baseball  investigation,  Congress 
is  investigating  the  fairness  with  which 


a  game  was  or  was  not  played.  Unlike 
baseball,  however,  nothing  illegal  has  hap- 
pened. 

At  least  in  baseball's  case,  Congress  is 
investigating  something  illegal.  In  the  case 
of  the  NFL,  Sen.  Arlen  Specter  is  essen- 
tially taking  over  the  job  of  the  league's 
disciplinary  office.  Is  there  just  not  enough 
to  do  as  a'  member  of  the  United  States 
Congress? 

This   brings  me  to  my  main  point: 
Shouldn't  senators,   representatives,   con- 
gressional pages,  even  the  White  House~ 
janitors,  be  worried  about  something  other 
than  the  sanctity  of  sports? 

Never  mind  the  fact  that  the  coun- 
try is  stuck  in  the  quagmire  Iraq  has 
become  with  no  viable  exit  strategy. 

Never  mind  the  fact  that  the  economy  is 
doing  worse  than  Michael  Jackson's  public 
image. 

Even  if  they  have  given  up  on 
those  issues  (and  there  is  certainly 
a  dearth  of  evidence  to  the  contrary), 


couldn't  Congress  busy  itself  trying  to 
make  college  more  affordable?  Trying  to 
make  public  education  more  successful? 
Trying  to  create  more  jobs  for  the  incoming 
wave  of  college  graduates? 

Nearly  every  political  pundit  has,  at 
some  point  in  his  or  her  career,  pontificated 
about  the  tragic  political  apathy  of  today's 
high  school  and  college  students. 

But  what  message  are  the  commit- 
tees holding  these  hearings  sending?  Given 
that  this  is  the  age  group  that  is  losing 
friends  to  the  Iraq  conflict,  and  will  soon 
be  out  looking  for  jobs  in  the  flailing 
economy,  who  can  blame  its  members  for 
their  apathy? 

When  friends  die  in  Iraq  years  after  the 
war's  end,  and  resumes  receive  no  replies, 
what  will  we  see  on  CNN? 

That  Congress  is  busy  investigating 
corked  baseball  bats. 

Or  was  that  ESPN?  Hard  to  tell  these 
days. 
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Members  of  Symphony  X  know  how  to  appeal  to  the  crowd. 

Symphony  X  can  play 
as  well  as  premium  brand 


By  Jeff  Nixon 

Amazing  and  unbelievable 

-  these  are  the  best  words  to 
describe  progressive-metal  band 
Symphony  X's  energetic  show 
last  month  at  the  Middle  East 
Club  in  Cambridge. 

Symphony  X  played  with 
Epica  and  Into  Eternity,  and 
they  made  a  real  connection 
with  the  sellout  crowd  in  this 
small  venue. 

The  set  list  they  played  was 
amazing,  with  a  few  old  songs 
and  a  lot  of  new  ones. 

The  band  started  with  "Ocu- 
lus  Ex  Inferni,"  the  intro  instru- 
mental song  from  their  latest 
album,  "Paradise  Lost." 

That  segued  into  the  next 
song,  "Set  the  World  on  Fire" 

-  when  the  band  came  on  stage, 
the  cheering  from  the  audience 
was  amazing,  and  they  played 
this  song  perfectly. 

Next  came  "Domination," 
my  favorite  song  from  the  new- 
est album. 


There  was  definitely  a  lot 
of  energy  in  this  song,  and  the 
audience  sang  along. 

I  was  happy  to  hear  them 
play  "Masquerade,"  an  old  clas- 
sic; after  this,  singer  Russell 
Allen  talked  to  the  audience  and 
really  connected. 

Because  every  song  on  "Par- 
adise Lost"  is  a  good  choice, 
"Serpent's  Kiss"  and  "Walls  of 
Babylon"  were  well  received. 

They  also  played  the  title 
track,  a  slower  song  that  really 
got  the  audience  to  admire  the 
beauty  of  their  music. 

Symphony  X  kicked  it  back 
into  high  gear  with  "Inferno," 
which  they  introduced  by  say- 
ing, "Is  it  hot  in  here?  Let's 
make  it  ...  AN  INFERNO!" 

"Smoke  N'  Mirrors,"  another 
classic,  and  a  favorite  off  their 
album  "Twilight  in  Olympus," 
was  played  masterfully. 

The  highlight  of  the  show  for 
me,  though,  was  "Egypt/Death 


of  Balance"  - 1  had  been  hoping 
for  this  pairing  of  songs  for  a 
long  time,  so  finally  getting  to 
see  them  played  live  was  quite 
a  treat. 

"Revelation/Divine  Wings  Pt. 
7,"  great  songs  from  the  album 
"The  Divine  Wings  of  Tragedy," 
led  to  the  encore:  "Eve  of  Seduc- 
tion" from  "Paradise  Lost,"  and 
"Of  Sins  and  Shadows,"  a  nice 
choice  to  close  this  magnificent 
performance. 

After  the  show,  I  waited 
around  and  got  to  meet  Sym- 
phony X  and  even  get  their 
autographs. 

It  was  an  awesome  experi- 
ence and  they  are  all  really  cool . 
guys. 

Overall,  this  was  an  amazing 
show  and  one  of  my  best  concert 
experiences  yet. 

The  opening  band  Into  Eter- 
nity also  played  a  good  show, 
although  they  only  had  a  45 -min- 
ute set. 

Epica  was  OK  as  well. 


Media  get  too 
cozy  for  comfort 


By  Matt  Maisano 

What  happens  when  American 
society,  which  has  been  built  upon 
preserving  the  freedoms  of  its 
citizens,  gets  its  daily  fix  of  news 
from  an  ever-decreasing  number 
of  sources?  This  is  the  ques- 
tion that  some  educators  say  isn't 
being  asked  enough. 

The  issue  is  media  conver- 
gence; it's  what  happens  when 
large  media  corporations  buy  each 
other  up  and  consolidate  their 
markets. 

This  dog-eat-dog process  results 
in  all  the  Paris  Hilton  and  Britney 
Spears  updates  being  printed  on 
presses  owned  by  fewer  and  fewer 
shareholders. 

Popular  examples  of  this  con- 
cept can  be  seen  everywhere  in 
our  media-dependent  society. 

"Take  Time- Warner,  for  exam- 
ple. They  own  Time  magazine,  all 
the  Turner  stations,  they  own  mul- 
tiple newspapers,  multiple  book- 
publishing  companies,  AOL,  they 
produce  films,  and  so  on,"  said 
Dr.  John  Chetro-Szivos,  depart- 
ment chair  of  the  communications 
media  program  at  FSC. 

"They've  got  a  message  and 
they're  moving  it  out,"  he  said. 

Another  example  of  a  towering 
media  colossus  is  News  Corp., 
with  its  chairman  and  CEO  Rupert 
Murdoch.  News  Corp.  owns 
several'  prominent  newspapers, 
including  the  New  York  Post  and 
the  Wall  Street  Journal;  popular 
magazines  like  TV  Guide;  highly 
trafficked  Web  sites  like  MyS- 
pace.com;  and  pretty  much  any 
media  company  with  FOX  in  its 
title. 

Chetro-Szivos  says  the  prob- 
lem comes  when  profit  and  news 
clash. 

"No,  they  [profit  and  news] 
cannot  mix  peacefully,"  he  said. 
"These  are  corporations  -  what 
they   care   about  is   profit,  they 


The  underlying 

question  in  all  of  this 

is  simple:  Have  we 

lost  the  ethical  values 

of  the  small-town 

newspaper,  and 

small-town  media 

in  general? 


don't  care  about  truth." 

Americans  don't  often  think 
about  some  of  the  fundamental 
elements  of  our  media,  like  the 
newspaper  layout  for  example. 

"In  newspaper  layouts,  they 
put  all  the  ads  in  and  what's  left  is 
called  the  "news  hole."  It's  where 
they  couldn't  sell  an  ad,"  Chetro- 
Szivos  said. 

This  concept  applies  to  every 
single  modern  media  form  we 
have  today. 

Americans  aren't  the  primary 
source  of  funding  for  the  enter- 
tainment they  expect  and  need. 

"We  don't  usually  think  about 
who  pays  for  the  media.  TV  and 
radio  are  heavily  subsidized  by 
corporate  America,"  Chetro-Szi- 
vos said. 

Even  the  digital  realm  online  is 
fast  becoming  an  advertisement- 
supported  form  of  communica- 
tion. Popular  Web  sites  like  You- 
Tube  (purchased  by  Google  in 
November  2006  for  $1.65  billion) 
must  be  making  massive  amounts 
of  cash  to  warrant  their  market 
values. 

The  underlying  question  in  all 
of  this  is  simple:  Have  we  lost  the 
ethical  values  of  the  small-town 
newspaper,  and  small-town  media 
in  general? 

"The  days  are  gone  of  the 
small-town  newspaper  to  be  the 
gadfly  of  society,  to  promote  ideas 
of  truth  and  justice.  It's  now  what 
the  corporate  vision  is,"  Chetro- 
Szivos  said. 
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Price  is  right 
at  Townside  Grill 


By  Amanda  Ron 

If  you  are  looking  for  a  decent  alterna- 
te to  the  dining  hall  with  a  decent  price 
tag.  look  no  further  than  Townside  Grill  on 
165  Massachusetts  Ave.  in  Lunenburg. 

The  neon-green  sign  and  picnic  tables 
outside  were  the  first  things  I  noticed  as  I 
went  by  the  little  grill,  which  has  been  open 
since  Martin  Luther  King  Day. 

I  visited  the  grill  on  a  quiet  Thursday 
around  5  p.m.  There  was  only  one  other 
customer  in  the  restaurant  as  I  entered  w  ith 
Candice  Leach,  a  sophomore  at  Fitchburg 
State  College. 

Two  Townside  employees,  a  man  and  a 
woman,  greeted  us  right  away.  The  woman 
handed  us  the  small  yellow  paper  menus 
and  Candice  and  I  sat  down  at  one  of  1950s 
diner-style  metal  tables. 

The  interior  of  the  restaurant  was  paint- 
ed a  dark  orange,  with  funky  lighting  hang- 
ing from  the  ceiling.  The  kitchen  area  was 
immaculate,  making  us  feel  good  about 
eating  at  such  a  small  establishment. 

The  menu  is  not,  for  the  most  part, 
vegetarian-friendly.  Roast  beef  sandwiches 
(which  run  between  S4.50  and  S5.75)  are 
followed  on  the  menu  by  Grilled  Chicken 
Tips  Sub  ($5.50  to  $6.50)  and  marinated 
steak  tips  ($5.75  to  $6.50). 

With  six  "side  orders"  (only  one  non- 
vegetarian)  and  salad,  it  is  possible  to  eat 
vegetarian  at  Townside  Grill,  but  your 
choices  are  limited. 

Candice  opted  for  a  Tuna  Roll  (described 
in  the  menu  as  "Fancy  white  tuna  served  in 
a  bed  of  lettuce  in  a  toasted  roll")  and  medi- 
um fries.  She  had  first  requested  soup,  but 


was  told  that  they  only  sold  it  on  Fridays. 

I  chose  the  Grilled  Chicken  w/Salad. 

As  we  were  giving  our  order  to  the 
woman,  the  man  listened  in  and  began  to 
cook  our  food  before  he  was  even  given 
the  order.  1  saw  him  throw  fresh  chicken 
breast  onto  the  grill,  which  was  comforting 
to  me. 

After  about  10  minutes,  the  woman 
(who  had  brought  our  bottled  water  to  the 
table  a  few  minutes  before)  brought  us  all 
of  our  food  on  a  tray  with  oar  own  over- 
sized bottle  of  ketchup  for  the  fries. 

I  asked  the  woman  if  we  could  take  our 
food  outside  and  eat  it  out  on  the  picnic 
tables.  She  approved,  saying  we  could  "just 
pay  when  you  come  back  in." 

Candice  and  I  sat  down  on  the  neon- 
green  picnic  table  and  observed  our  meal. 
My  salad  wasn't  anything  too  special  at 
first  glance. 

Composed  of  light-green  iceberg  let- 
tuce, three  slices  of  cucumber  and  about 
five  wedges  of  fresh  tomato,  the  salad 
was  topped  with  amazing-looking  grilled 
chicken  breast. 

The  chicken  was  what  made  the  salad. 
Although  the  lettuce  was  less  than  impres- 
si\e.  the  chicken  was  worth  the  S5.75. 

I  was  surprised,  however,  to  realize  that 
I  did  not  get  the  Italian  bread  promised  on 
the  menu. 

Candice  remarked  on  the  generous 
amount  of  tuna  in  her  sandwich.  She  also 
appreciated  the  perfectly  toasted  bun,  and 
we  both  devoured  the  decent-sized  portion 
of  french  fries. 

Overall,  it  was  a  decent  meal  for  the 
price  we  paid. 


FSC  student  Candice  Leach  gives  her  meal  a  thumbs-up  as  she  eats  outdoors  at  the 
Townside  Grill. 


Townside  Grill  is  owned  and  operated 
by  a  very  nice  couple  -  so  nice  that  I  wanted 
to  enjoy  the  meal  more. 

I  was  hoping  for  a  hidden  gem,  but  the 
salad  did  not  convince  me  this  was  the 
place. 

The  menu  is  big  enough  to  serve  the 
needs  of  any  student,  and  Townside  Grill 


also  delivers  to  the  surrounding  area,  so  it 
is  a  good  place  to  get  your  dinner  if  you 
miss  the  dining  hall. 

Along  with  the  already  mentioned  menu 
items,  Townside  offers  steak  and  cheese 
subs  (the  most  expensive  item  on  the  menu 
at  up  to  $7.75),  burgers,  grilled  sausage, 
several  types  of  flavored  chicken  wings, 
hot  dogs  and  homemade  soups. 


Grillicious:  It's  not  fancy,  but  try  the  fries! 


By  Shanni  Laaksonen 

Located  right  on  John  Fitch  Highway 
in  Fitchburg,  Grillicious  is  the  answer  to  a 
college  kid's  dream. 

Whether  you  want  fried  food,  or  are  in 
the  mood  for  something  healthier,  you  can 
find  it  there. 

In  what  looks  to  be  (and  kind  of  is)  a 
little  hole  in  the  wall,  is  a  treat  for  people 
of  all  ages  and  tastes. 

With  thumping  music  and  close  seating, 
perhaps  the  Fitchburg  State  student  is  the 
target  customer  and  not,  say,  your  mother. 

Too  bad  for  your  mother  -  she  can  get  it 
delivered,  or  run  in  for  take-out. 

We  arrived  at  Grillicious  early,  at  4:45 
p.m.,  and  were  the  only  ones  there. 

We  decided  to  sit  inside  as  it  was  very 
chilly  out,  but  would  definitely  consider 
moving  to  the  outside  seating  that  is  pro- 
vided once  the  weather  warms  up. 

This  would  mean  admiring  the  pass- 
ing traffic  on  the  busy  strip  of  John  Fitch, 
but  outside  dining,  to  me,  is  always  a  nice 
change  from  being  cooped  up  indoors,  and 
I  was  glad  to  see  that  it  would  be  an  option 
soon. 

The  inside  seating  was  a  bit  cramped, 


The  best  part  of  our  meals,  which  arrived  hot 

and  fresh  after  about  a  10-minute  wait,  had  to 

be  the  french  fries.  Wow!  They  were  actually 

homemade  "potato  chips,  "  meaning  they  were 

shaped  like  a  chip,  were  crispy  salted  and 

out-of-this-world  delicious. 


but  it  just  added  to  the  congenial,  summer- 
time cookout  feel  of  the  place. 

My  kids  decided  to  order  from  the  kids' 
menu,  on  which  everything  ran  for  the  flat 
rate  of  $4.50,  which  seemed  reasonable. 

I  selected  a  chicken  po'boy  wrap  sand- 
wich, just  to  try  something  a  little  differ- 
ent. 

The  selections  did  run  from  fried  chick- 
en and  hamburger  plates,  to  barbecued 
ribs,  to  salads  with  any  addition  you  could 
imagine. 

Prices  were  pocket-friendly,  ranging 
from  $5.95  to  $8.50. 


The  best  part  of  our  meals,  which  arrived 
hot  and  fresh  after  about  a  10-minute  wait, 
had  to  be  the  french  fries. 

Wow! 

They  were  actually  homemade  "potato 
chips,"  meaning  they  were  shaped  like  a 
chip,  were  crispy,  salted  and  out-of-this- 
world  delicious. 

The  portions,  including  (and  especially) 
the  kids'  meals,  were  more  than  generous. 

My  youngest  son,  William,  ordered  the 
connoisseur's  dream,  hotdog  and  fries,  and 
wasn't  disappointed. 

The  dog  was  longer  than  average  -  so 


long,  in  fact,  that  he  felt  compelled  to  bring 
half  of  it  home  with  him. 

His  older  brother,  Nick,  loved  his  chick- 
en tenders,  which  were  breaded,  deep-fried 
to  a  dark  golden  crisp  and  served  super-hot. 
Yum! 

My  wrap  sandwich  was  very  tasty,  if  a 
bit  heavy  on  the  onions. 

It,  too,  was  huge  in  size  and  boasted  a 
flavor  exotic  in  nature  that  hinted  at  the 
Meditteranean. 

After  gobbling  down  those  flavorful, 
filling  fries,  I  was  left  with  no  choice  but  to 
bring  home  the  other  half  of  my  wrap. 

No  problem,  as  by  the  time  midnight 
arrived,  I  got  the  chance  to  enjoy  it  once 
again. 

But  man,  was  I  wishing  for  more  of 
those  fries. 


Keep  it  real!  -  Evan  Freeman 
Good  Luck  Steve  B.t  -Jen  Ripley 


Congratulations*  Heidi  Nay! 
Best  Of  lUCk  -Donna  May 
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Crisis  Core:  It's  a  gamer's  fantasy 


By  Shayne  Toscano 

Square-Enix  continues  to  blow  gamers 
away  with  the  latest  installment  of  the  ever- 
growing, immensely  popular  Final  Fantasy 
VII  series,  Final  Fantasy  VII:  Crisis  Core, 
currently  available  on  the  Sony  PlayStation 
Portable. 

FFVII's  popularity  has  been  increasing 
ever  since  the  game's  original  release  on 
Nov.  1 7,  1 997,  with  continuations  and  pre- 
quels  of  the  story  coming  at  fans  through 
games  and  movies. 

Crisis  Core  tells  the  story  of  Zack  Fair, 
a  character  who  is  briefly  shown  in  a 
flashback  in  the  original  game,  losing  his 
life  in  order  to  save  FFVII's  hero,  Cloud 
Strife.  While  this  story  had  already  been 
touched  upon  in  the  short  anime,  "The  Last 
Order,"  Crisis  Core  goes  more  in  depth.  It 
starts  when  Zack  is  a  young,  naive  member 
of  SOLDIER,  and  focuses  on  his  relation- 
ships with  FFVII  villain  Sephiroth,  Cloud, 
and  the  FFVII  tragic  heroine,  Aeris  Gains- 
borough. 

What's  most  interesting  about  the  story 
is  that  most  everyone  who  will  play  this 
game  has  already  played  Final  Fantasy 
VII,  and  therefore  knows  exactly  what  will 
happen  at  the  game's  finish.  This  does 
not  make  the  story  any  less  compelling,  as 
it  covers  many  unknown  facts  about  the 
Shin-Ra  Corporation,  the  Turks  and  the 
Sephiroth  clones. 

Much  of  the  game  is  new  to  the  play- 
ers; however,  about  halfway  through  the 
developers  re-created  an  entire  episode 
from  the  original  game  in  which  Zack, 
Cloud  and  Sephiroth  travel  to  Nibelheim. 


Matt  Pungitore  plays  Crisis  Core. 


It  is  a  perfect  re-creation,  right  down  to  the 
characters'  movements,  and  is  quite  a  treat 
for  FFVII  fans. 

The  game  itself  is  an  action/RPG  that 
takes  aspects  of  FFVII's  battle  system 
along  with  a  similar  style  to  the  Kingdom 
Hearts  franchise.  Once  put  into  battle,  play- 
ers can  move  Zack  around  a  designated 
battle  area  while  selecting  commands  from 
an  attack  list  in  the  corner  of  the  screen. 
The  list  is  created  using  Materia,  colorful 
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orbs  that  contain  magic,  attack  commands 
status-boosts  etc,  which  can  be  placed  in 
whatever  order  the  player  decides  is  best 
for  their  style. 

The  newest  aspect  of  the  battle  sys- 
tem would  be  the  Digital  Mind  Wave, 
which  consists  of  three  spinning  roulettes, 
each  with  character  pictures  and  numbers. 
The  slots  spin  during  combat  mode,  and 
depending  on  the  combination  of  numbers, 
give  Zack  status-boosts  such  as  invincibil- 


ity, no-mp  cost  and  other  useful  effects. 

If  the  two  side  pictures  match,  Zack 
enters  Modulating  Phase,  which  will  either 
allow  Zack  to  perform  a  Limit  Break,  or 
level-up. 

The  DMW  has  offered  some  new  chal- 
lenges to  the  game  play,  since  it  is  based 
solely  on  chance. 

FFVII  was  a  turn-based  game  in  which 
leveling-up  was  related  to  the  number  of 
enemies  defeated  and  summoning  could  be 
done  at  any  point  during  battle. 

However,  this  system  of  randomly  lev- 
eling-up encourages  players  to  complete 
the  side-missions,  which  can  be  played 
throughout  the  game  in  order  to  gain  spe- 
cial items,  Materia,  and  DMW  characters 
among  other  useful  tools  for  Zack  to  use. 

While  the  game  is  challenging,  it  does 
offer  Normal  and  Hard  mode,  Hard  mode 
being  vastly  more  difficult  than  Normal. 

But  after  beating  the  game  once,  players 
can  go  through  it  a  second  time  with  their 
weapons  and  stats  still  intact. 

The  cinematic  cut-scene  graphics  are 
phenomenal,  especially  on  the  PSP,  and 
mirror  the  CGI  from  Advent  Children. 

The  in-game  graphics  are  also  very 
impressive  considering  the  size  of  the  PSP, 
though  not  quite  on  par  with  newer  Play- 
Station 2  games. 

While  this  game  may  not  appeal  to  those 
who  have  not  played  the  original  Final  Fan- 
tasy VII,  it  is  a  must-play  for  anyone  who 
enjoyed  the  original. 

Crisis  Core  is  rated  T  by  the  ESRB  and 
can  be  picked  up  anywhere  that  sells  games 
from  $39.99. 


Spinning  some  complicated  'Southland  Tales' 


Reginald  Sampson 

With  an  all-star  cast  and  a  unique  visual 
style,  sci-fi  film  "Southland  Tales"  is  defi- 
nitely one  of  the  most  interesting  films 
to  come  out  last  year.  Set  in  an  alternate 
Southern  California,  "Southland  Tales" 
details  a  series  of  events  that  lead  to  the 
end  of  the  world. 

Dwayne  Johnson  stars  as  Boxer  Santos, 
an  action  star  with  political  ties  who  loses 
his  memory  while  traveling  back  in  time. 
Over  the  course  of  the  film,  Boxer  is  used 
in  a  blackmail  scheme  focused  around  a  sex 
scandal  and  a  plot  to  destroy  the  world. 

Sarah  Michelle  Gellar  stars  as  Krysta 
Now,  a  porn  star  who  tricks  Boxer  into 
thinking  he  wrote  a  screenplay  titled  "The 
Power,"  which  coincidently  predicts  the 
end  of  the  world. 

Sean  William  Scott  also  stars  as  twins 
forced  to  use  Boxer  to  scandalize  the  U.S. 
government. 

Justin  Timberlake  rounds  out  the  cast  as 
the  film's  narrator,  Pilots  Abilene,  an  Iraq 
war  veteran. 

Richard  Kelly  wrote  and  directed  this 
film. 

Inspired  by  the  Sept.  1 1  attacks,  Kelly 
does  a  spectacular  job  of  showing  how 
America  has  become  more  of  a  corporate 
tool  than  an  actual  country. 

"Southland  Tales"  is  Kelly's  sophomore 
feature  and  it  borrows  a  lot  from  his  first 
feature  film,  cult  favorite  "Donnie  Darko." 
Both  films  focus  on  concepts  of  time  travel 
and  heroism. 

The  visual  aspect  of  the  film  greatly 


Boxer  Santaros  (Dwayne  "The  Rock"  Johnson)  and  wife  Madeline  Frost  Santaros  (Mandy  Moore)  are  linked  to  an  influential 
politician  in  "Southland  Tales. " 


resembles  "Darko,"  incorporating  scenes 
with  smoky  colors  of  blue  and  grey  and 
breathtaking  special  effects,  giving  the 
flick  a  mystical  feel. 

Not  only  are  the  visual  effects  amazing, 
but  the  cast  of  characters  does  a  brilliant 
job  as  well.  Dwayne  Johnson  gives  a  great 


performance  as  a  clueless  amnesiac  who 
is  perpetually  taken  advantage  of.  Gellar 
is  convincing  as  a  porn  star  with  goals  of 
becoming  a  national  icon  and  spokesperson 
for  free  sex.  Several  comedians,  including 
John  Lovitz  and  Will  Sasso,  are  cast  as 
villains.  Another  interesting  thing  about 


the  film  is  the  story  structure.  "Southland 
Tales"  is  told  in  six  parts.  The  film  is  the 
last  three,  while  a  graphic  novel  tells  the 
first  three  parts. 

Overall,  the  film  is  quite  enjoyable.  If 
you  love  a  good  political  sci-fi  film,  then  I 
recommend  this  to  you. 


